
Pastor: May the Almighty and merciful God, who desires 
not the death of a sinner by that we turn from wickedness 
and live, accept your repentance, forgive your sins, and  
restore you by the Holy Spirit to newness of life. 
Amen 

 
Imposition of  Ashes 

 
You are dismissed after receiving the cross on your forehead or hand.  

Please come forward as the ushers direct you. 
 

 

 

 

In Service 

Pastor: Minnie Bailey 

Service Leader: Melinda Woller, CUMC Lay Leader 

Worship Director: Susan Thompson 

Children’s Director: Alicia Mullican 

Pianist: Kim Osborne 

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the 

Word® Lenten Companion. Copyright 2014.                                                                                         

“Here I Am, Lord” (c)1981,  1983, 1989 Daniel L Schutte and NALR 

CCLI License # 2306531 

 
 
 

 
 
 

February 22, 2023 
 
Musical Gift      

 

Greeting 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
God’s mercy endures forever. 

 

Prayer 
We come to worship God as the Lenten season begins,  
aware of our frailty and our failings.  

We come seeking God’s mercy, acknowledging our 
mortality.  
Having received the waters of baptism,  
we come to be marked now with ashes.  
May we humble ourselves before God,  
not with a yoke of burden 

but a mantle of freedom in Jesus’ name. 
 
 

Hymn    #292   “What Wondrous Love is This” 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 



Bible Reading       Isaiah 58:1-12 
Shout out, do not hold back! 
   Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
   to the house of Jacob their sins.  
Yet day after day they seek me 
   and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
   and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;  
they ask of me righteous judgements, 
   they delight to draw near to God. 
‘Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
    Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’ 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, 
     and oppress all your workers. 
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
   and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today 
   will not make your voice heard on high.  
Is such the fast that I choose, 
   a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
   and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, 
   a day acceptable to the Lord?  

 

Children’s Message 
 
Sermon             Prelude to Prayer            Pastor Minnie Bailey 

 

Hymn    #593 “Here I Am, Lord” 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

(Refrain) 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send? 
Refrain 
 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send? 
Refrain 
 

Invitation to the Observance of  Lenten Discipline 
 

Thanksgiving Over the Ashes 
 

Prayer of  Confession from Psalm 51:1-17 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
According to your abundant mercy 
Blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,  
and cleanse me from my sin! 
For I know my transgressions, 
And my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you only, have I sinned 
And done what is evil in your sight, 
So that you may be justified in your words 
And blameless in your judgment. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 


