Bible Reading for November 8
Matthew 25:31-40 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another
one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received
the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In
the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts
with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five
more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into
the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master,
I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where
you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.
Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?
27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I
would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and
give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given,
and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they
have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
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Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost

Musical Gift

Bless the Lord, O My Soul

Ritter

Discussion Questions
• What are your gifts? If you aren’t sure, a trusted friend or loved one might have an
idea (and I’d be happy to help too). • Do you have a way to use your gifts in service to
God? Is there anything stopping you? ?
As you ponder these things in preparation for Sunday, I would love to hear what
God is saying to you. Call me in the church office at 256-353-6941 or email me at
miriam@centralunitedmethodist.com.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses

Damon
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as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory for ever. Amen.

Bible Reading —

Matthew 5:1-12
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——[Prayer]
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.
——

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep
at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those
at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison
and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave
you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it
that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you did it to me. As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”
——
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Message — “Service”
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Choral Benediction

Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service

White

Called by worship to your service,
forth in your dear name we go
to the child, the youth, the aged,
love in living deed to show;
hope and health, good will and comfort,
counsel, aid, and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom
may your mercy know, and live.

Musical Gift

The Call of the Trumpets

Purcell

Organist: Virginia Paul
Singers: Beth Green, Chuck Thompson, Susan Thompson, Ron Woller
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Welcome!
We are so happy to be here together! Here are a few guidelines for
how we can worship safely together:
Please stay seated until the ushers come to guide you out of the
Sanctuary. If you would like to make your offering while you are
here today, there is an offering plate by the door. You may also continue to give using our website or by mailing a check.
In order to help keep everyone safe, please take your bulletins and
any trash with you when you leave.
This service will be livestreamed on YouTube and a recording will
be posted on social media for watching at a later time.

