
 

   Musical Gift           
“I Sing the Mighty Power of God ”       Paxton 

  Welcome and Announcements  

   Opening Prayer  

  Hymn # 395       “Take Time to be Holy”             

     

Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord;  
Abide in him always, and feed on his word.  
Make friends of God’s children, help those who are weak,  
Forgetting in nothing his blessing to seek. 
 
Take time to be holy, the world rushes on;  
Spend much time in secret with Jesus alone. 
By looking to Jesus, like him thou shalt be;  
Thy friends in thy conduct his likeness shall see. 
 
Take time to be holy, let him be thy guide,  
And run not before him, whatever betide.  
In joy or in sorrow, still follow the Lord,  
And, looking to Jesus, still trust in his word.  
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Discussion Questions 
• Transfiguration, Mark 9:2-9 
Focus verse: “Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and brought them 
to the top of a very high mountain where they were alone. He was transformed in 
front of them, and his clothes were amazingly bright, brighter than if they had been 
bleached white.” (vs. 2-3) Jesus’ identity is revealed again to some of the disciples. 
Reading the whole passage, it’s no wonder that Peter doesn’t know the right thing 
to say! How are the disciples going to behave with Jesus after this? Have you ever 
had a “mountain top” kind of experience with Jesus like theirs? Even if you didn’t 
see Jesus, maybe you’ve had a moment when God felt very powerfully present in 
your life. If you’ve had this kind of experience, how did it change your life? If you 
haven’t, how do you think such an experience might change things for you?  
  
As you ponder these things in preparation for Sunday, I would love to hear what 
God is saying to you. Call me at 256-353-6941 or email me at miri-
am@centralunitedmethodist.com. 

Poorly Kept Secret 

February 7, 2021 

Welcome! 
We are so happy to be here together! Here are a few guidelines for how we 
can worship safely together: 

Please stay seated until the ushers come to guide you out of the Sanctuary. If 
you would like to make your offering while you are here today, there is an 
offering plate by the door. You may also continue to give using our website 
or by mailing a check. 

In order to help keep everyone safe, please take your bulletins and any trash 
with you when you leave. 

This service will be livestreamed on YouTube and a recording will be posted 
on social media for watching at a later time. 
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Prayers of the People              Rev. Miriam Smith 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
   and the glory for ever.  Amen. 
 

Special Music    “The Lord is my Salvation”           arr. Mauldin 

Bible Reading —  Mark 1:29-39          

——[Prayer] 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy 
Spirit, 
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen. 
—— 

After leaving the synagogue, Jesus, James, and John went home with 

Simon and Andrew. Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed, sick with a 

fever, and they told Jesus about her at once. He went to her, took her 

by the hand, and raised her up. The fever left her, and she served 

them. 

That evening, at sunset, people brought to Jesus those who were sick 

or demon-possessed. The whole town gathered near the door. He 

healed many who were sick with all kinds of diseases, and he threw 

out many demons. But he didn’t let the demons speak, because they 

recognized him. 

Early in the morning, well before sunrise, Jesus rose and went to a de-

serted place where he could be alone in prayer. Simon and those with 

him tracked him down. When they found him, they told him, 

“Everyone’s looking for you!” 

He replied, “Let’s head in the other direction, to the nearby villages, so 

that I can preach there too. That’s why I’ve come.”  He traveled 

throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and throwing out 

demons. 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

  Message — “Poorly Kept Secret”     Rev. Miriam Smith 

  Closing Hymn #349     “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”  
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face,   
And the things of earth will grow strangely, dim in the light  
of his glory and grace. 

  Benediction 

  Musical Gift     “Rondo”                            Blake 

     

 

Organist: Virginia Paul  

“I Sing the Mighty Power of God” - Paxton c. 2010 Lorenz Publishing Co.  
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“Rondo” - Blake c. 2005 Lorenz Publishing Co.   


