
March 12, 2023 
 Third Sunday in Lent 

10:30 AM 
 

Musical Gift      “The Majesty and Glory of Your Name”          Arr. Fettke  

Welcome            

*Call to Worship from Psalm 95 
Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the Rock of our 
salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving and raise a 
loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, and the heights of the 
hills are also his. 
The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, bend the knee, and kneel before the 
LORD our Maker.  

 
*Congregational Prayer:  

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to 

help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and in-

wardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities 

which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which 

may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
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Central’s mission: 

Love God, love others, and serve the world 

Financials for March       

Needed Weekly               $12,910 
Received March 5      $ 9,295 
Needed for March     $57,164 
Received in March     $ 9295 
 

Needed Year-to-Date     $108,809 

Year-to-Date giving         $ 59,003 

Rec. 3/5 for CCC              $283 

Last Week’s Attendance         

In-person:            110 

  Online:                 87  

Calendar 
Sunday, March 12 

9:15 AM  Crossroads (Rm 209) 

9:30 AM Cornerstone (LFH), Agape (L), 
Lovett (Rm 208), Bates/Godwin (Rm 
213), Young Adult (Rm 211) 

10:30 AM Worship Service 

NO YOUTH (Spring Break) 

Tuesday, March 14 
5:15 AM Exercise Class, G  

8:00 AM  Centering Prayer, CH 

2:30 PM Prayer Team 

    Wednesday, March 15 
5:15 AM Exercise Class, G  

6:00 PM Choir 

Thursday, March 16  
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, Fountain Area 

Friday, March 17 
5:15 AM Exercise Class, G  

9:00 AM, Women’s Java Jaay Bible 

 
          ——————————————— 

  CH– Chapel, FH- Fellowship Hall     
  LFH- Lower Fellowship Hall   
  L - Library S- Sanctuary G- Gym 

Check our website for up-to-date calendar. 
www.CentralUnitedMethodist.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

WELCOME KAREN McCALLA!  Karen is our new 
Financial Administrator.  Make sure to stop 
by and introduce yourself during office 
hours!  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAMMING: We will 
not have a meal or programming this 
Wednesday, March 15th due to Spring 

Break.  Activities will resume March 22nd 

with dinner and a bible study based on the 

book, “Five Practices of Fruitful Congrega-

tions” by Robert Schnase. This 6-week 
study will be presented around the tables in 
the Fellowship Hall immediately after our 
meal. The study will be facilitated by table 
leaders: Heather Bouchillon, Brent Burney, 
Doug Maze, Jamie Penley, Kirk Sanders, 
Glee Sides, and Melinda Woller.  Christie 
Burney will be our head facilitator. Books 
for the study are available in the fountain 
area.     Donations to help offset the cost of 
the books are welcome. 

COMMUNION OFFERINGS: Throughout 2023, 
any money left at the altar  during commun-
ion, will go to a different local mission. Last 
Sunday, $283 was given for the Committee 
on Church Cooperation (CCC).  Thank you 
for your generosity! 

COLLEGE EXAMS SUPPORT: The college & 
Military Ministry is collecting $10 gift cards 
until the end of March.  These cards will be 
sent to our college students as a way to let 
them know their CUMC family is  thinking 
of them during semester exams. You may 
drop your card(s) in the envelope located in 
the reception area by the fountain, or give 
them to Christy Talley. 

ALTAR FLOWERS may be placed in memory 
or honor of someone.  Contact Kristen 
Bentley at kbentley0224@gmail.com for 
more information.  

 

 

616 Jackson Street 
Decatur, Alabama 35601 

256) 353-6941 
CUMC@CentralUnitedMethodist.com 
https://CentralUnitedMethodist.com 

Sunday School  – 9:30 AM      

Worship – 10:30 AM        

Serving Today 

Interim Pastor:  Minnie Bailey 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Worship Director:  Susan Thompson 

Pianist:  Kim Osborn 

Welcome: Melinda Woller 

Scripture Reader: Laura Smith 

 

“The Majesty and Glory of Your Name” © 1979 Wordspring Music, LLC/Word Music, LLC 
“In Christ Alone” ©2002 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. Worldwide at EMICMGPublishing.com 

“Father, We Have Heard You Calling” words © 2005 Hope Publishing Company                  

“God So Loved the World” © 2001 by Hal Leonard Corporation                                                     

“There is a Redeemer” © 1982 Birdwing Music/Cherry Lane Music Pub (admin by EMI CMG Pub) 

CCLI License # 2306531 

 

Offering plates are located near the doors of  the Sanctuary. You may also 
bring or mail a check to the church, or give using Paypal (designate “Friends 

& Family”) 



 Hymn       “Father, We Have Heard You Calling”          Words Gareth Hill 

            (sung to the tune of “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”) 

 
Father, we have heard you calling to your church in every age; 
For a sign of true devotion for a sacrifice of praise. 
In this place where you have brought us, may we always seek to be 
One in love and one in worship—children of eternity.  
 
Jesus Christ, our faith’s perfecter, priest and advocate above. 
We would reach our broken nation with the truth of your great love. 
So transform our feeble witness, may we always live to be 
One in love and one in worship—children of eternity. 
 
Holy Spirit, fire of heaven, fall upon us here today. 
Bring release, bring tears, bring passion, then transform your church, we pray. 
As you pour your grace upon us may we always thirst to be 
One in love and one in worship—children of eternity. 
 
Praise we bring to God the Father, praise we bring to God the Son, 
Praise to God the Holy Spirit, praise to you, the three in one. 
Trinity of love inspire us, may we always strive to be 
One in love and one in worship—children of eternity. 

 

Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
   and the glory for ever. Amen. 

Children’s Message                                Alicia Mullican  

Special Music      “God So Loved the World ”                                   Arr. Levitt 

God so loved the world, 
God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son, 
That who so believeth, believeth in Him should not perish, 
Should not perish but have everlasting life. 
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*Opening Hymn   “In Christ Alone”               Getty/Townend 

In Christ alone my hope is found.  He is my light, my strength, my song. 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought  
and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled,  
when strivings cease! 
My comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless Babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save. 
‘Til on that cross, as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied; 
for every sin on Him was laid. Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain.   
Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me. 
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me.   
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme or plan, can ever pluck me from His hand. 
‘Til He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 
 

 
*Affirmation of Faith                       

The Apostle’s Creed  

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth.  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
The third day he rose from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;                  
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* church;  
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
*universal 

 

* Greeting 

For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world. 
God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; 
But that the world, through Him, might be saved. 

 

 

Bible Reading —  Luke 9:57-62                      Laura Smith 

Lord, open our hearts and minds  

by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen. 
 

As they were going along the road, someone said to Jesus, “I will follow  

you wherever you go.” Jesus answered, “Foxes have holes, and  

birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to  

lay his head.” 

To another Jesus said, “Follow Me.” But the person answered, “Lord, let 

me first go and bury my father.” Jesus said, “Let the dead bury their own 

dead. As for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to 

those at my home.” Jesus answered, “No one who puts his hand  

to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 

 The word of God for the people of God.                                                      

 Thanks be to God. 

Message  —  Focused Followers           Pastor Minnie Bailey 

*Closing Hymn     #430 “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee”                                                                 

O Master, let me walk with thee in lowly paths of service free; 
Tell me thy secret; help me bear the strain of toil, the fret of care. 

 
In hope that sends a shining ray far down the future’s broadening way, 
In peace that only thou canst give, with thee, O Master, let me live. 
 

 

*Sending Forth      

 Musical Gift       “There is a Redeemer”                         Arr B. Inman                                                                                                                              

 


