
Musical Gift     “To God Be the Glory”                               arr. Burkhardt  

 Welcome and Announcements  

*Call to Worship 
Ashes have been smeared and sins have been confessed... 
We follow our faithful Lord. 
These times, they are troubling. This journey, it is hard... 
We follow our faithful Lord. 
It is God who sustains, not the temptations of this world... 
We follow our faithful Lord. 
In the Lord is our trust, our protection from harm… 
We follow our faithful Lord. 
Come, let us worship the One whom we serve… 
We follow our faithful Lord.  

*Hymn    #139         “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; 
Join me in glad adoration! 
 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigning 
Bears thee on eagles’ wings, e’er in his keeping maintaining. 
God’s care enfolds all, whose true good he upholds. 
Hast thou not known his sustaining? 
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Worship Director: Susan Thompson 

Organist: Virginia Paul 

Scripture Reader: Mary Jo Landreth 

""To God Be the Glory"- arr. Burkhardt   c. 1986 Lorenz Publishing Co.  

“Behold The Lamb”    Getty/Townend © 2006 Thankyou Music/Adm. By worshiptogether.com songs  

“There is a Higher Throne”    Arr. Grass  © 2002 Thankyou Music  Admin. worldwide by EMI CMG Publishing. 

"Recessional" - Turner  C. 1993 Lorenz Publishing Co.  

Call to Worship written by Stephen Fearing, and posted on Wild and Precious 
Life, http://www.stephenmfearing.com. Reposted: https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2014/02/call-to-worship-for-
first-sunday-in-lent.html.   
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March Financials 

Needed Weekly                $15,559 
Received Mar 6           $16,065 
Needed for Mar           $62,235 
Received for Mar        $20,650 

Last Week’s Attendance 

In-person:   179 

Online:       35 

March 13, 2022 
 Second Sunday in Lent 

10:30 AM 

Please silence electronic devices. 
*Stand at these points, as you’re comfortable. 

Central’s mission: 

Love God, love others, and serve the world 

Central’s mission: 

Love God 

Love others 

616 Jackson Street 
Decatur, Alabama 35601 

256) 353-6941 
CUMC@CentralUnitedMethodist.com 
https://CentralUnitedMethodist.com 

Sunday School – 9:30 AM        

Worship – 10:30 AM        

Calendar 
Sunday, March 13 

  9:15 AM Crossroads (Rm 209) 

  9:30 AM  Sunday School, Children,(3rd 
FL), Cornerstone (LFH), Agape (L), 
Lovett (Rm 208), Bates/Godwin (Rm 213), 
Confirmation Class 

  10:30 AM  Worship Service 

5:00 PM Gifts of the Spirit B.S.-FH 

No Night/Youth & Children 

       Tuesday, March 15 
 5:15 AM  Exercise Class, Gym 

 8:00 AM  Centering Prayer, CH 

 9:30 AM Ladies Bible Study, L 

 2:30 PM Prayer Team, L 

   Wednesday, March 16 
 5:15 AM Exercise Class, Gym 

No Wednesday Nite Café-Spring Break 

6:30 PM Choir Practice 

   Thursday, March 17 
  7:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study-JJ 

  Friday, March 18 
5:15 AM Exercise Class-Gym   

9:00 AM  Women’s Bible Study-JJ 
CH– Chapel, FH- Fellowship Hall     
  LFH- Lower Fellowship Hall  ,S- Sanctuary 
  L - Library, JJ-Java Jaay 

Closing Hymn #641   “Fill My Cup, Lord”  
Fill my cup, Lord, I lift it up, Lord. 
Come and quench this thirsting of my soul. 
Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more; 
Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole. 

* Sending Forth                            

 Musical Gift    “Recessional”                                                                      Turner  

 

Bible Reading for March 20 
Luke 13:1-9 

Discussion Questions 
The scripture for this coming week is a bit bleak—or is it? The quote "Get busy living, or get busy dying" 
from Shawshank Redemption comes to my mind when I hear Jesus' words in this passage. With so many 
awful things going on in the world (back then and now), it is easy to feel overwhelmed and like our efforts 
will not amount to anything. And yet, what does Jesus say to this attitude? It's the refrain of Lent: 
"Today is the day! Repent!" How does that strike you today? Is there anything in your way of living how 
we are called to live?    

No Wednesday Nite Café on 

March 16 due to spring break for 
students.  

 The Church Council Meeting 
will be on March 20th at 5 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. All members 
are welcome.   

There will be performances of  

Godspell in the sanctuary on 
April 8 and 9 at 7 pm and April 10 
in the afternoon .Church mem-
bers are supporting and participat-
ing in the show. More details to 
follow.   

April 10th is Palm Sunday. 
There will be a Palm Processional 
at the service, a potluck luncheon, 
and an Easter Egg Hunt. 

April 14th there will be a Maundy 

Thursday Service at 7 pm in the 
Sanctuary. 

April 15th Good Friday service 
at 7 pm in the sanctuary.  



As a sign of our bonds of love around the table of the King. 
 

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, shed for you –  
drink and remember 
He drained death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God. 
So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of grace around the table of the King. 
 

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond – and to remember 
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth. 
As we share in His suffering, we proclaim Christ will come again! 
And we’ll join in the feast of heaven around the table of the King. 

Special Music    “There is a Higher Throne”                         Arr. Grass                                     

There is a higher throne than all this world has known, 
Where faithful ones from every tongue will one day come. 
Before the Son we’ll stand, made faultless through the Lamb; 
Believing hearts find promised grace; salvation comes. 
 

Refrain 
Hear heaven’s voices sing; their thund’rous anthem rings 
Through em’rald courts and sapphire skies; their praises rise. 
All glory, wisdom, pow’r, strength, thanks and honor are 
To God our King, Who reigns on high forevermore. 
 

And there we’ll find our home; our life before the throne. 
We’ll honor Him in perfect song where we belong. 
He’ll wipe each tearstained eye as thirst and hunger die. 
The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King; we’ll reign with Him. 
Refrain 

 Bible Reading — Luke 13:31-35   

——[Prayer]  

Lord, open our hearts and minds  

by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen. 
—— 

   At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, "Get away from here, for Her-

od wants to kill you." He said to them, "Go and tell that fox for me, 'Listen, I am casting 

out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my 

work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impos-

sible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.' Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that 

kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather 

your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 

willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time 

comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'"    
——  

2 3 4 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
Who with his love doth befriend thee.  
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth nourish thy life and restore thee, 
Fitting thee well for the tasks that are ever before thee. 
Then to thy need God as a mother doth speed, 
Spreading the wings of grace o’er thee. 
 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen sound from his people again; 
Gladly forever adore him.  

* Prayer of Confession and Pardon, Passing the Peace  
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, 
we have broken your law, 
we have rebelled against your love, 
we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
All pray in silence. 
Hear the good news: 
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
that proves God's love toward us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
Glory to God. Amen. 

Greeting 

*Hymn          “Behold The Lamb”             Getty/Townend  

Behold the Lamb who bear our sins away, slain for us –  
and we remember 
The promise made that all who come in faith  
find forgiveness at the cross. 
So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of peace around the table of the King. 
 

The body of our Savior Jesus Christ, torn for you – eat and remember 
The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life  
paid the price to make us one. 
So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice 

The word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 

  Message  —  “There Are No Shortcuts”                                       Rev. Miriam Smith   

The Great Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer—   

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
   We give thanks for God’s creation and deliverance, concluding: 

...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
    

We give thanks for the Son and the gift of the Holy Meal. 

...in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
   We give thanks for God’s presence, the Holy Spirit, concluding: 

...all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
With the confidence of God’s children, we are bold to pray together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
   and the glory for ever. Amen. 

[While standing, receive the bread and cup. Then pray at the rail or return to your seat. Offerings left 
at the rail go to the needy. You may wish to receive with these words. If you wish to remain seated, 
please alert an usher and a server will come to you. ] 

The body of Christ given for you. Amen.  

The blood of Christ given for you. Amen. 

* Prayer after Receiving   

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery  

in which you have given yourself to us.  

Grant that we may go into the world  

in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others,  

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 


