
Musical Gift     “Three Settings of 'Ein' Feste Burg”                       Logan   

Welcome and Announcements  

*Call to Worship 
How blessed we are that God forgives us and loves us!   
For all those times when we have fallen short of  what God 
would have us be, we have been forgiven.    
God makes us new in God’s Spirit!     
Now is the time to joyfully accept the newness of  life which 
God offers to us.   
Come, let us worship and be thankful.    
Let us open our hearts to the peace and joy of  God. 
AMEN.  

 Opening Hymn #140  “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
As though hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!  

5 6 

Need someone to talk to? Contact Pastor Miriam. Central also offers  

Stephen Ministers—lay Christian friends trained to help through times of crisis. 
The pastor can get you in touch with one. 

March Financials 

Needed Weekly                $15,559 
Received Mar 20          $4,730 
Needed for Mar           $62,235 
Received for Mar        $40,777 

Last Week’s Attendance 
In-person:         152 

Online:            66 

March 27, 2022 
 4th Sunday in Lent 

10:30 AM 

Please silence electronic devices. 
*Stand at these points, as you’re comfortable. 

Central’s mission: 

Love God, love others, and serve the world 

Central’s mission: 

Love God 

Love others 

Serve the world 

616 Jackson Street 
Decatur, Alabama 35601 

256) 353-6941 
CUMC@CentralUnitedMethodist.com 
https://CentralUnitedMethodist.com 

Sunday School  – 9:30 AM      

Worship – 10:30 AM        

Calendar 
Sunday, March 27 

9:15 AM  Crossroads (Rm 209) 

9:30 AM Children, Youth 3rd Fl), Cor-
nerstone (LFH), Agape (L), Lovett (Rm 
208), Bates/Godwin (Rm 213) 

9:30 AM Confirmation Class 

10:30 AM Worship Service 

5:00-7:00 PM Children, Youth 

Tuesday, March 29 
5:15 AM Exercise Class, G  

8:00 AM  Centering Prayer, CH 

9:30 AM Tuesday Morning Ladies B.S.-L 

2:30 PM Prayer Team 

    Wednesday, March 30 
5:15 AM Exercise Class, G  

5:00 PM Wednesday Nite Café 

6:00 PM Wednesday Nite Programming 

Children, Youth, Adults 

6:30 PM Choir Practice 

   Thursday, March 31 
  7:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study-JJ 

   Friday, April 1 
5:15 AM Exercise Class, G  

9:00 AM, Women’s Java Jaay Bible 
     ——————————————— 

  CH– Chapel, FH- Fellowship Hall     
  LFH- Lower Fellowship Hall   
  L - Library S- Sanctuary G- Gym 

Check our website for up-to-date calendar. 
www.CentralUnitedMethodist.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Come see GODSPELL, a production of 
Dream Weavers, directed by Susan 
Thompson, in the sanctuary here at Cen-
tral! Showtimes are Friday, April 8th, 7 
PM, Saturday, April 9th, 7 PM, and Sun-
day, April 10th, 5 PM. Donation at the 
door of $5 for Students/Seniors or $10 for 
Adults is greatly appreciated. Cast Mem-
bers: Charlie Gonzalez – Jesus 

Nathan Klose – John the Baptist/Judas 

Caleb Baldwin, Duke Cleghorn, Jaime 
Early, Jessie Miller, EA Gonzalez,   

Ashleigh Vickery, Lauren Cantrell, and   

Carolina Riddle. 

April 10th is Palm Sunday. There will be 
a Palm Processional at the service, a pot-
luck luncheon, and an Easter Egg Hunt. 

Message  —  “We Don't Get to Choose”                                          Rev. Miriam Smith 

Closing Hymn    “Love Lifted Me”  
I was sinking deep in sin, far from the peaceful shore, 
Very deeply stained within, sinking to rise no more; 
But the Master of the sea heard my despairing cry, 
From the waters lifted me; now safe am I. 
 

Refrain 
Love lifted (even) me! Love lifted (even) me!  
When nothing else could help. Love lifted me. 
Love lifted (even) me! Love lifted (even) me!  
When nothing else could help. Love lifted me. 
 

Souls in danger, look above, Jesus completely saves; 
He will lift you by his love; out of the angry waves. 
He’s he Master of the sea, billows his will obey; 
He your Savior wants to be – be saved today. 
Refrain twice 

Musical Gift      “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                          Benjamin 

 

 

Worship Director:: Susan Thompson 

Organist: Virginia Paul 

Scripture Reader:  Nathan Klose 

"Three Settings of 'Ein' Feste Burg" - Logan c. 2003 Lorenz Publishing Co.  

“Across the Lands” © 2002 Thankyou Music (PRS) admin. at EMICMGPublishing.com  

“Jesus Messiah”  © 2008, and this arrangement © 2011, Worshiptogether.com songs (ASCSP) 

"Love Divine, All Loves Excelling" - Benjamin c. 2003 Lorenz Publishing Co.  

Call to Worship courtesy of Ministry Matters 

March 30 Menu for  

Wed Nite Café 
Ham 
Baby Limas 
Cut Sweet Potatoes 
Rolls, salad, & dessert 

Discussion Questions 

Prepare for 4/3: John 12:1-8 gives us much food for thought regarding who 
gets to determine the value of something. Mary has an extravagant gift for Jesus, 
Judas has an agenda and an eye on the purse, and Jesus has a different opinion 
on how to judge what matters. Honestly, how often have we reacted like Judas? 
How comfortable are we with lavish gifts going to someone else when there are 
other uses that those resources could be put towards?  And then what do we do 
with Jesus' comments about the poor? Judas claims to care for them, Luke tells 
us he's lying. Were you a bystander in this, how would you have felt (Judas' hy-
pocrisy notwithstanding)? Are we distracted by the outpouring of love? Or are 
we distracted by a waste of money?  



With a shout You rose victorious, wresting vict’ry from the grave 
And ascended into Heaven, leading captives in Your way. 
Now You stand before the Father, interceding for Your own; 
From each tribe and tongue and nation, You are leading sinners home. 
Refrain 

Prayers of the People 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
   and the glory for ever. Amen. 

Children’s Message                           Debbie Looney  

 Special Music    “Jesus Messiah”                                                                                      Arr. Sorenson  

He became sin, who knew no sin, 
that we might become His righteousness. 
He humbled Himself and carried the cross. 
Love so amazing.  Love so amazing. 
 

Refrain 
Jesus, Messiah, name above all names. 
Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel. 
The Rescue for sinners,  
The Ransom from Heaven. 
Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
 

His body, the bread, His blood, the wine, 
Broken, spilled out, All for love. 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. 
Love so amazing.  Love so amazing. 
Refrain  
 

All our hope is in You. All our hope is in You. 
All the glory to You, Lord,  
the Light of the world. 
Refrain  
 
 

2 3 4 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their course above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
Refrain  
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Refrain 

*Affirmation of Faith             

Apostle’s Creed  

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth.  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
The third day he rose from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;                  
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* church;  
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
*universal 

* Greeting 

Hymn        “Across the Lands”           Getty/Townend                                                          
You’re the Word of God the father, from before the world began; 
Every star and every planet has been fashioned by Your hand. 
All creation hold together by the power of Your voice. 
Let the skies declare Your glory; let the land and seas rejoice. 
 

Refrain 
You’re the Author of creation; You’re the Lord of every man, 
And Your cry of love rings out across the lands. 
 

Yet You left the gaze of angels, came to seek and save the lost 
And exchanged the joy of Heaven, for the anguish of a cross. 
With a prayer You fed the hungry, with a word You calmed the sea; 
Yet how silently You suffered, that the guilty may go free. 
Refrain  

Bible Reading — Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  

Lord, open our hearts and minds  

by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen. 

—— 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sin-

ners and eats with them." So he told them this parable: "There was a man who had 

two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the 

property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. A few 

days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and 

there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, 

a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So 

he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 

to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that 

the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself 

he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, 

but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to 

him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy 

to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands."' So he set off and 

went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the 

son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring 

out a robe—the best one--and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on 

his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of 

mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to cele-

brate. "Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the 

house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was 

going on. He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted 

calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' Then he became angry and re-

fused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered 

his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I 

have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young 

goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came 

back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for 

him!' Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine 

is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was 

dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'"             
—— 

The word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 


