
April 26, 2020 
Second Sunday after Easter 

Central’s mission: 

Love God, love others, and serve the world 

   Musical Gift                                                                               Rejoice, the Lord Is King            arr. Benjamin 

   Call to Worship based on Luke 24:13-35                 Dorothy Ann Webster 

We need your presence on the long road, Lord.  
The road between fear and hope,  
the road between the place where all is lost and the place of resurrection.  
Like the disciples walking the road to Emmaus, we are in need of your company!  
Jesus, stand among us in your risen power,  
let this time of worship be a hallowed hour. 

(written by Carol Penner, and posted on Leading in Worship. http://carolpenner.typepad.com/) 



 Hymn #318  “Christ Is Alive”            Wren 

1.  Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. His cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. His love in death shall never die. 

2. Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine, 
he comes to claim the here and now and dwell in every place and time. 

3. Not throned afar, remotely high, untouched, unmoved by human pains, 
but daily, in the midst of life, our Savior in the Godhead reigns. 

4. In every insult, rift, and war, where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
He suffers still, yet loves the more, and lives, though ever crucified. 

5. Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age, 
Till earth and all creation ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

  Affirmation of Faith           The Apostles’ Creed           Mark Haines 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth.  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
The third day he rose from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;                  
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* church;  
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
*universal 

  Opening Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer —         Mark Haines 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

  Welcome and Announcements        Dorothy Ann Webster 

  Central Reflection                                             John White 



  Children’s Message          Debbie Looney 

  Hymn #162  “Alleluia”            Fishel 
   Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
   Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 

1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation. 
2. Spread the good news o’er all the earth: Jesus has died and has risen. 
3. We have been crucified with Christ. Now we shall live forever. 
4. Come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior. 

  Bible Reading —  Luke 24:13-35             Dorothy Ann Webster 

——[Prayer] 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen. 
—— 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk 
along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, 
“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 
these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief 
priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped 
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early 
this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, 
“Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was 
it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then be-
ginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures. As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were go-
ing on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is 
now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized 
him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same 
hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gath-
ered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then 
they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the break-
ing of the bread.  
—— 
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 



  Message — “God Opens Our Eyes”        Fred Webster 

  Hymn  #303  “The Day of Resurrection”        John of Damascus 

1. The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;  
the passover of gladness, the passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky,  
our Christ hath brought us over, with hymns of victory. 

2. Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright  
the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light; 
and listening to his accents, may hear, so calm and plain,  
his own “All hail!” and, hearing, may raise the victor strain. 

3. Now let the heavens be joyful! Let earth the song begin!  
Let the round world keep triumph, and all that is therein! 
Let all things seen and unseen their notes in gladness blend,  
for Christ the Lord hath risen, our joy that hath no end. 

  Sending Forth                                             Fred Webster 
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