Central’s mission:

Love God, love others, and serve the world
August 16, 2020
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Musical Gift

Welcome and Announcements

Opening Prayer

A Trilogy of Praise

Thygerson

Jeremy Nails

Rev. Miriam Smith

Hymn #526

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

Scriven

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.
2. Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.
3. Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there.

Affirmation of Faith

The Apostles’ Creed

Jeremy Nails

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
*universal

Time of Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

Rev. Miriam Smith

Central Reflection

Charles Betts, Sr.

Children’s Message

Bible Reading —

Matthew 15:10-28

Debbie Looney

Rev. Miriam Smith

——[Prayer]

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.
——

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 11it is not what goes into
the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard
what you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both
will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also
still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach,
and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is
what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” Jesus
left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from
that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him,
saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her,
“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.
——
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Message — “Looking for Something Better”

Hymn #452

Rev. Miriam Smith

“My Faith Looks up to Thee”

1. My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine!

Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away, O let me from this day be wholly thine!
2. May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire!

As thou hast died for me, O may my love to thee pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire!

3. While life’s dark maze I tread, and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide;

bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s tears away, nor let me ever stray from thee aside.
4. When ends life’s transient dream, when death’s cold, sullen stream shall o’er me roll;
blest Savior, then in love, fear and distrust remove; O bear me safe above, a ransomed soul!

Palmer

Benediction and Blessing

Musical Gift

Rev. Miriam Smith

Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him

Blake

Singers: Doug Maze, Lindy Smith, Susan Thompson

Bible Reading for August 23
Matthew 16:13-20 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
Discussion Questions
• When Jesus asks the disciples about his reputation among others, it’s clear that he has not passed unnoticed in his ministry. How
might you have described Jesus if you lived back then? • A man going around preaching, healing, and doing miracles for God’s glory,
what would you say about him?
I would love to hear about what God is showing you in your reading. Call 256-353-6941 or email
miriam@centralunitedmethodist.com to let me know your thoughts before next Sunday.
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