
August 2, 2020 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Central’s mission: 

Love God, love others, and serve the world 

   Musical Gift                                                                         The Master Has Called Us                 Peterson 

  Welcome and Announcements                   David Kross 

  Opening Prayer            Rev. Miriam Smith 



  Praise —                  † 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high; I will praise him. 
He is exalted, forever exalted and I will praise his name!  
He is the Lord, forever his truth shall reign; 
Heaven and earth rejoice in his holy name. 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high! 

  Affirmation of Faith           The Apostles’ Creed                 Adam Burroughs 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;   
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* church;  
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
*universal 

  Time of Prayer              Rev. Miriam Smith 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

  Graduation Speakers                   Pearce Kross 

                          Sydney Stone 
                   Conner Dickman 

  Children’s Message                   Debbie Looney 



  Bible Reading —  Matthew 14:13-21                 Harrison Marks 
—— 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But 
when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw 
a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disci-
ples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away 
so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need 
not go away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves 
and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on 
the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke 
the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate 
and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And 
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.  
—— 
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

  Message — “Looking for the Answer”           Rev. Miriam Smith 

  Hymn #451  “Be Thou My Vision”                Ancient Irish 

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

3. Great God of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

  Introducing the Class of 2020                    David Kross 

  Benediction and Blessing               Rev. Miriam Smith 

  Senior Slide Show                                                                   

† He Is Exalted by Twila Paris © 1985 Straightaway Music/Mountain Spring Music.                                                      CCLI # 2306531 
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Bible Reading for August 9 
Matthew 14:22-33   Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When 
evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the 
wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disci-
ples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But imme-
diately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, 
command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on 
the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to 
sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You 
of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat wor-
shiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  

Discussion Questions 

• What do you think Peter expected to happen when he got out of the boat? • What did Jesus mean when he called  

Peter’s faith “little”?  

Do you have questions about this episode in Jesus’ ministry? I would love to hear them. Call 256-353-6941 or 
email miriam@centralunitedmethodist.com to let me know your thoughts before next Sunday.   

mailto:miriam@centralunitedmethodist.com

