Central’s mission:

Love God, love others, and serve the world
August 9, 2020
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Musical Gift

Welcome and Announcements

Opening Prayer

Jesus Loves Me

arr. Paxton

Doug Shoemaker

Rev. Miriam Smith

Hymn #152

“I Sing the Almighty Power of God”

Watts

1. I sing the almighty power of God, that made the mountains rise,

That spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;
The moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey.
2. I sing the goodness of the Lord, who filled the earth with food,
Who formed the creatures thru the Word, and then pronounced them good.
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye,
If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky.
3. There’s not a plant or flower below, but makes thy glories known,
And clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from thy throne;
While all that borrows life from thee is ever in thy care;
And everywhere that we can be, thou, God, art present there.

Affirmation of Faith

The Apostles’ Creed

Doug Shoemaker

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
*universal

Time of Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

Rev. Miriam Smith

Central Reflection

Joan Addison

Children’s Message

Bible Reading —

Debbie Looney

Matthew 14:22-33

Rev. Miriam Smith

——[Prayer]

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.
——

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was
far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward
them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It
is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it
is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he
cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him,
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those
in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
——
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Message — “Looking for a Sign”

Hymn #474

Rev. Miriam Smith

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

Dorsey

1. Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light:
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.
2. When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near, when my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall:
3. When the darkness appears and the night draws near, and the day is past and gone,
At the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand:

Benediction and Blessing

Musical Gift

Rev. Miriam Smith

Let Your Light So Shine

Birchwood

Bible Reading for August 16
Matthew 15:10-28 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 11it is not what goes
into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind
guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him,
“Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth
proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not
defile.” 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from
that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by
a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for
she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she
came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”
28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was
healed instantly.
Discussion Questions
• This text can be a difficult one to approach. But like the Canaanite woman, we can come towards Jesus, even when our welcome feels
uncertain. If you’ve read this passage before, how have you understood it? • What do you make of how Jesus treats the woman?
What thoughts linger with you after reading this passage? I would love to hear about what God is showing you in
your reading. Call 256-353-6941 or email miriam@centralunitedmethodist.com to let me know your thoughts
before next Sunday.
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